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(1) Yasuzo Shimizu, China’s Rice Christians’ a Headache to Missionaries, Says Nippon
Writer. (The China Weekry Review. Jul 8, 1939.) pp. 173-174.

Editor’s Note: The following is a translation from the book entitled “Shina no Hitobito”
(People in China) published by the Rinyu Sha Press, Tokyo. We reproduce it here because
of general interest in the subject which the author discusses and the interesting

comparisons which are made between Christians in China and Japan. / [#4#1]

(217)



84 SArfERETEE (B568%  H5275)

July 8, 1939 THE CHINA WEEKLY REVIEW 173

China’s ‘Rice Christians’ a Headache i hati i amt =
Large Congregations Wanted

to Missionaries, Says Nippon WIiter 1o wsos vl e

clergyman_who_visited China. “This is

BY YASUZO SHIMIZU what he said: “That’s news to me. They
(Principal of the Sutei Gaksen, Peking) are out to collect money in churches in

o " Japan, and that is prolnbly why,theix mem-
Editor's Note: The following is a  the ground. Such Christianity, if it  bers are apt o them.
teanslation the book entitled “Shina  cstablishes itsclf at all, is bound to cnd by What we want by fncte congngulons
no Hitobito” (People of China) published character somewhat akin 1o that  They nced not give a gift of moncy.

by the Rinyu Sha Press, Tokyo. We Frankly speaking, one of the cogent reasons
reproduce it here because of general As_already X why the" church n_ Japan fails to enjoy
interest in the subject which the author  churches in China cojoy a congregation of  popularity is that the Japanese Chi

discusacs and the interesting comparisons 500 persons. oF more a6 many 3 1,200 docs not show himself a regulae churche
which are made between Christians  congreguie in some of them. In Japan,  goer, although he is only wo willing to

in China and Japan.
Where Angels Fear to Tread

TUDY the average Chinese  Christian,
STand you Wil rasp many :
characeristics of the Chincse people.

ety mosly mon

K
Iy among middle-class. intel-
opics are liss religious
i3 Cortmn

10800 persons go 10 church e )
They are soailled “rice Christans” who
who go to church for the express purpose
of gewing not 30 much spirval as materia
hel

It scems to me ihat i Japan the poorer
" kely is he o become
a church-goer. chy Christianity
as had ke or 0 hold on pecple
lower stratum of socicty in Japan
nc of China's llunr\

them.
whom_1 once discussed the q
rice ians old me tha they
utterly sick of such Christians. 1 cheered
them up by saying that in due course of
time even thase rice Christi would get
to know that it

Chinese ‘Reverse of Religious”

ersonally 1 am inclined to think that
ost Chincse are ihe, revcrse of religious.
Peking, for cxample, there are churches
where some on: ¢ every
Sunday, but the aumosphe ailing
chirches can hardly be 43 (o b

ous one. Some of the church
s are, no doubt, cnthusiasts, but
reached to them are more
 commandments than anything
d 10 go to church on
¢ in resurrection, not
theater and so on  Thore
them.
since no religions
of the

Salvation Arm\ in Chlm r1l ng onc o - -
in preaching : HeHomaN<
Will not make the slightest impression upon

no aliernative but This cartoon by H. E. Homan, an American famed in his profession,
e e paticotly  is no cxaggeration. As fcported in The Review of May 13 and 20, a Japanese

25 possible. destroyer last May 2 held up the s.s. Tembien, a ship of Italian registry,
B docs not alter the fact thar  which was conveying American Red Cross supplies to Ningpo for the ‘reliel
Chinese are wont to go o church cvery ans in that city who had been subjected to Japancse aerial bomb-
Sunday and keep_ on doing so for a km ings. When told the vessel’s mission, the commander of the Japancse destroyer
period of time—for 20 or . said : “We do not want to help the wounded Chinese. We want them to die” The
thercfore ded tha Tembien was forced to return to Shanghai.
of the Chincse is ne and ot posit
Look ac Chinese Buddl\mm and you will fow clergymen are cipable of congregating  give a gift of moncy.”
be able to sce what the religious characier  as_manyas 300,
ke, The sect of Buddh China is that no offcring is taken in a church.
that has survived in China Without a single exception, the churches in ies in China control Chinese
\hich is typically Chine China are maintained by forcign donations. of the Christian faith. Buc in
e repientaive of Japancse Buddhism,  Only an exiguous handful of them are in 2 Japan missionaries have tq contens ther-
p position o support their own ministers, s with assisiing the J\p1msc clergy.
cven if the -number of the congregation l'hc\' all studied theology at_colleges or

Aldhough T am not
at one with him, his is one way of looking

ion:

there reaches 1,000, If one person made ntrics and those
China will require no Western mission & monthly donation of the paliry sum of 10 destined for China were i 1o, way superior
o ould Fome into being a type of  sen, such churches could easily support  in every sespece to thosc for Japan; only
Christianity that will suit the Chincse to themselves. - That even such a siall dona-  the tendency has been for the former o

12 [FEXR=] (AAMERESH [BARCAME] it SBMELE. 1939F7 /) 221
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