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On the General Situation of Japanese Research
and Education on Taiwanese Social
and Economic History

Yuichi Isaac KANEMARU

Abstract

This paper introduces and criticizes the characteristics of Japanese historical studies of

Taiwan, with a focus on the research in social and economic history.

From the 1990s, an increasing number of researchers began to work on Taiwanese history.
This was an area that had, in the past, been researched by a small number of Japanese
researchers and by researchers from Taiwan (and especially, in the case of Taiwanese resear-
chers, by individuals who could not return to Taiwan because of anti-Chiang Kai-shek speech
and / or conduct, or because of their involvement with the Taiwanese independence

movement ).

This increase can be explained in part by the explosion of interest in Taiwanese history in
Taiwan, and by the rapid opening to the public of historical materials. However, given the
condition of the materials that still exist, research of Taiwanese history is a very difficult
field. This is because researchers must have an ability to read and understand documents that
is equivalent to that of those researching modern Japanese history. Moreover, since much of
the material documentation that is left was written in Japanese by the ruling Japanese, the
researcher faces a problem that is seen with much colonial history, in that the thoughts and
actions of the people of Taiwan, the colonized, must be read through the filter of the words

of the colonizers.

In this paper, work was conducted with these issues in mind, an attempt was made to
identify those areas in which Japanese researchers can make a contribution to the global
development of Taiwanese historical studies, and a number of concrete opinions have been

outlined.

(545)





