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Abstract

The smooth school to work transition in Japan is not working with recent economic reces-
sion. The graduates have trouble getting good jobs, and the number of young non-regular
workers has been increased since the second half of the 1990s. The drastic increase in their
numbers is currently drawing public attention. Therefore, national policy debates are stressing
to change the educational system through interesting a “careers” emphasis.

The purpose of this paper is to discuss the career education from the viewpoint of social
policy. Social policy means a policy of for dealing with social issues, especially labour prob-
lems. Career education is also a social policy in a broad sense.

The analysis involves three steps. First, we survey the career education in Japan since the
1970s. Second, we examine closely a recent public comment about career education. Third, the
policy implications are discussed.

Consequently, we established the following results to create a new career education: We
need to have an accurate grasp of the labour demand and to generate the institutional linkages
between career education and lifelong learning. In addition, we should promote the teacher
education that aim to equip teachers with high-level skills based on career education in prac-

tice.

02130



