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Abstract

This paper describes the vocational career of adult students after completing master’s
courses in Japan based on a questionnaire survey conducted in November 2002. The effects of
recurrent education are presumably appraised by one’s own vocational career after receiving
higher education and training. Nevertheless, there is little literature to refer to the labour mobil-
ity of adult students after finishing their studies. Therefore, we investigated the labour mobility
of adult students after leaving graduate school in Japan.

The analysis involves three steps. First, we examine the labour mobility and income changes
of adult students after obtaining master’s degree. Second, we point out many problems about
recurrent education in Japan, and policy implications are discussed. Third, we rethink the sur-
vey results in relation to labour market theory.

The most important finding of this study is the diversity of vocational career of graduates.
Both upward and downward mobility could be observed. It imply that there are many prob-
lems about recurrent education in Japanese labour market, such as job matching, regional dif-

ferences, costs of education and higher education reform.
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