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The proof of this pudding is, of course, in the eating. No general profession of faith or general arguments about
the impossibility of analyzing, e. g., distribution of income in terms other than the terms of social classes can
settle the matter. Of course, the question is complicated by another, viz., the question of the Marxist theory of
classes. But, in this connection, this is a side issue. Even if it were valid, the methodological necessity of a con-
ceptualization adapted to the special tasks of economic analysis would still remain. Most modern socialists, by using
modern theory, testify to their agreement with the view taken in this book. Much more import is it that Marx
himself, in his analytic practice, agrees with us. For he uses his classes only for the purpose of interpreting the
results that the capitalist economy produces; as will be seen presently, he does not introduce his classes as actors
in his basic analytic work. He emphasizes indeed the social-class aspect whenever he can. But, except in the

&)
political sphere, his classes do not struggle with each other as classes.
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